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Chapter 140 

Section 137: Registration and licensing of dogs 

Section 137. (a) The owner or keeper of a dog over the age of 6 months shall obtain a license for the dog. The 
registering, numbering, describing and licensing of a dog shall be conducted in the office of the licensing 
authority in the city or town in which the dog is kept. 

(b) A licensing authority shall not grant a license for a dog unless the owner of the dog provides the licensing 
authority with a veterinarian's certification that the dog has been vaccinated in accordance with section 145B, 
certification that such dog is exempt from the vaccination requirement under said section 145B or a notarized 
letter from a veterinarian that either of these certifications was issued relative to such dog. 

(c) The license shall be granted upon condition that the dog shall be controlled and restrained from killing, 
chasing or harassing livestock or fowl. The owner of a dog may add descriptive words, not over 10 in number, 
upon the license form to indicate the color, breed, weight or special markings of the licensed dog. The owner or 
keeper of a licensed dog shall keep affixed around the dog's neck or body, a collar or harness of leather or 
other suitable material, to which a tag shall be securely attached. The tag shall have inscribed upon it the dog's 
license number, the name of the city or town issuing the license and the year of issue. If the tag becomes lost, 
the owner or keeper of the dog shall immediately secure a substitute tag from the licensing authority at a cost 
to be determined by the city or town and the fee for the substitute shall, if received by a city or town clerk, be 
retained by the clerk unless otherwise provided by law. This section shall not apply to a person to whom a valid 
kennel license has been issued. 

(d) This section shall not apply to a dog or cat housed in a research institution. 

Section 137A: Kennel licenses 

Section 137A. (a) A person maintaining a kennel shall obtain a kennel license. An owner or keeper of less 
than 4 dogs, 3 months old or older, who does not maintain a kennel may elect to secure a kennel license in lieu 
of licensing the dogs under section 137 and shall be subject to this section, sections 137B and 137C and so 
much of section 141 as it relates to violations of this section to the same extent as though the owner or keeper 
were maintaining a kennel. In the case of an applicant for initial licensure and in the case of an applicant for 
license renewal, a licensing authority shall not issue a kennel license until a kennel has passed inspection by 
an animal control officer. 

(b) A kennel license shall be in lieu of any other license for a dog kept at a kennel during any portion of the 
period for which the kennel license is valid. A kennel licensee shall cause each dog kept in its kennel to wear, 
while it is at large, a collar or harness of leather or other suitable material, to which a tag shall be securely 
attached. The tag shall have inscribed upon it the number of the kennel license, the name of the city or town 
issuing the license and the year of issue. Tags shall be furnished to the owner or keeper by the licensing 
authority in quantities not less than the number of dogs kept in the kennel. The issuing city or town shall 
determine the period of time for which a kennel license shall be valid, including the date of issuance of the 
license through the date on which the license expires, inclusive, and shall further determine the fee for the 
issuance and renewal of the license. To determine the amount of the license fee for a kennel, a dog under the 
age of 6 months shall not be counted in the number of dogs kept in a kennel. The name and address of the 
owner of each dog kept in a kennel, if other than the person maintaining the kennel, shall be kept at the kennel 
and available for inspection by an animal control officer, natural resource officer, deputy natural resource 
officer, fish and game warden or police officer. 

(c) The licensing authority shall issue a kennel license without charge to a domestic charitable corporation 
incorporated exclusively for the purpose of protecting animals from cruelty, neglect or abuse or for the relief of 
suffering. 

 



Section 137B: Sale or other delivery of unlicensed dog by kennel licensee 

Section 137B. Every holder of a kennel license, on delivering an unlicensed dog to a purchaser or to any other 
person, shall attach to such dog a collar or harness which shall carry a tag marked with the name and address 
of such kennel licensee, and a number, which number shall be properly recorded on the records of such 
licensee, and shall also furnish to the person to whom the dog is delivered a certificate bearing the same 
number and a description of the dog. Such certificate shall bear the date of purchase, exchange or gift and, 
with the tag, shall, for a period of two weeks following such date, be a legal substitute for a license. The 
purchaser or other recipient of a dog shall, within two weeks of the purchase or receipt of such dog, either 
return the same to the licensee from whom it was received, together with the collar or harness, tag and 
certificate, or return to such licensee said tag, and a certificate signed by the clerk of the town or city where the 
dog is to be kept and certifying that the dog has been licensed in the name of such purchaser or recipient or of 
some other person. If any such purchaser or recipient fails to comply with the preceding sentence, such 
licensee shall notify the clerk of the town or city in which he is licensed of the purchase, exchange or gift of 
such dog and shall furnish to such clerk the date thereof, and the name and address of the purchaser or 
recipient. 

Section 138: Change of owner or keeper of licensed dog; dog brought into 
commonwealth 

Section 138. A person who during any license period becomes the owner or keeper of a dog which is duly 
licensed in the town or city where it is to be kept shall forthwith give notice in writing to the clerk of such town or 
city, or if kept in Boston to the police commissioner, that he has become such owner or keeper and said clerk 
or police commissioner, as the case may be, shall change the record of such license to show the name and 
address of the new owner or keeper. Any person bringing or causing to be brought from another state or 
country any dog licensed under the laws thereof which is 6 months old or over or will be 6 months old before 
the expiration of thirty days therefrom shall, on or before the expiration of thirty days following the arrival of 
such dog within the commonwealth, cause such dog to be registered, numbered, described and licensed for 
the remainder of the then current license period. 

Section 141: Violation of statutes 

Section 141. Whoever violates section 137, 137A, 137B or 138 shall be assessed a penalty of not less than 
$50, which shall be paid to the city or town wherein the violation occurred. 

 


